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LETTER 


Ab ſented Meer, GC. 


SIR, 


Y fudden Departure from 

London, and unexpected Ab- 

ſence from a Place where 
my Duty to my Country. 
and the Votes of my Electors had cal- 
led me, and my unqueſtioned Zeal for 
the Happineſs and Welfare of a Trading 
People made me appear, for ſeveral 


5 00 Vears 


L E T T E R 


From an 


Ab ſented . &c. 


SIR, 0 | 


my Duty to my Country, 
and the Votes of my Electors had cal- 
led me, and my unqueſtioned Zeal for 
the Happineſs and Welfare of a Trading 


People made me appear, for ſeveral 


» 
* 


2 * ſudden Departure from 
London, and unexpected Ab- 
ſence from a Place where 


2 Years 


* 


Reaſons. 


( 5 ) | 
Years, with ſome Diſtinction; this ſud- 


den Departure, I ſay, might reaſonabl y 
ſurprize the whole Kingdom, and gife 


my Friends and Countrymen an Oppor- 
tunity to condemn me as raſh and incon- 


ſiderate. But I aſſure you, Sir, this is 


a Reſolution, not taken ys myſelf, but 
with the moſt dehberate Advice and 


| Concurrence of a great Number of Gen- 
tlemen of undoubted Fortune àhd C 


racter, who reſolv'd to abſent, as well 


as myſelf. And you may be thoroughly 


ſatisfy d, that T would not have retired 
into, or rather forſook my - Country, 
unleſs induced to it by the * 


* 


[ agree with you, Sir, that my Ab- 
ſence from the Great Council of the 


Realm, eſpecially at a critical JunQure, 
| y hen my Attendance ſeemed fo abſo- 
t 


ely ae and the Eyes of the 


whole Nation were fixed on us, expect: 


10g ſomething would be done this Seſ- 


| kon for the effectual Redreſs of our 


6 long 


do the cruel Inſults and groſs Affronts 


(750 


ong and too often repeated Grievances, 
5 ac for procuring a Satisfaction adequate 


offered for theſe many Years to the Eu- 
gliſb Flag, by the Spaniards: for theſe 


4 ' ſeeming Reaſons, I fay, that my Ab- 


ſence appears contrary to the fundamen- 


tal Rules of Parliament, which com- 


mand each Member's Attendance from 


the Beginning of the Seſſion, till it is 


adjourned or prorogued, unleſs he be 
excuſed from it on ſome juſt Reaſons, 


which I N r o bg the preſent 


us 


FROM . firſt time I have enter- 
tained the Thought of ſerving my 
Country in Parliament, I have alſo en- 
deayoured to qualify myſelf for ſo ho- 


nourable an Employment, and fo great 


a Truſt. It has been my principal Study 
to conſult our Annals and beſt Hiſtorians, 
from whence 1 have learn'd, that our 
Anceſtors never met in Parliament for 


(8). 


mere Form's ſake, to conſult their -own 
private Intereſts, or blindly te follow 
the Dictates of an. over-bearing Mini- 
ter, or an inſolent Favourite. Nor 
could I ever find it conſiſtent with the 
Character of a Britiſb Repreſentative, 
to be corrupted with Money, or to vote 
on the ſtrongeſt Side, right or wrong. 
Ialways concluded, that 3t was the Duty 
of a Member of Parliament to preſerve 
the Subjects in the full Enjoyment of 
their Privileges and Liberties, and to 
. oppoſe with Firmneſs and Reſolution all 
thoſe who ſhould have the Preſumption 
to invadethem. I have often read with 
Pleaſure, that our glorious Anceſtors 
have been ſcrupulous Obſervers, of thoſe 


Rules, which the honeſt; Repreſentatives * 


of a free People will always judge in- 
diſpenſable; and could not help com- 
- mending, their Zeal for their Country, | 
and wiſhing myſelf in their Place, when 
I have heard that à vaſt Number of 

{Wes in different Ages, have preferred 
7 "mA 


(9) 
being made a Sacrifice to Liberty, than 
to have the cruel Mortification, to ſee 
it buried under Oppreſſion. Thoſe 
Walls, built for a Sanctuary to our Na- 
tion's Freedom, within whoſe PrecinQs 
we have ſo often met together, have 
of late made fo many fruitleſs Attempts 
in Defence of our native Rights, and 
have ſo often been diſappointed of our 
wiſh'd-for Expectations, are now the 
only Support for a Majority. Thoſe 
noble and generous Principles of Liberty 
which are cemented with our Blood. 
are now become the Laughing · Stock of 
an over-bearing Man, whoſe Cauſe is 
ſupported by Numbers. Thoſe lofty 
Roofs, ſo venerable for their Antiquity, 
and which have echo'd with the elo- 
quent Speeches of BRITISH CaTo's, I 
now abandon, becauſe I can no longer 
be of any Service to my Country. 
* 
Alas! Sie! how are Briton's degene- 
rated from their worthy Anceſtors ! 
B thoſe 


1 —— — — —— — 
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* 
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(10) 
thoſe brave Champions of Liberty, who 
through a heatty Zeal to their Country, 
were eyer ready to factifice their Lives 
and Fortunes in Defence of ſo glorious 
a Cauſe! Though deſcended from the 
- ſame Blood, can we flatter ourſelves with 
being animated by the ſame noble Spi- 
rit! ? 


But what can be expected, Sir, when 
young, unthinking Boys are made Se- 
nators? who, for the ſake of Money to 
gratify their youthful Paffions, would 
not only ſacrifice their Country, but 
even their Parents and themſtlves. But 
theſe Creatures have Votes, and the 


M.,ajority is ſufficient, right or wrong, 


to do what their Director orders them. 
Can it be expected, Sir, that ſuch Men 
have any regard to the Preſervation of 
the Liberties and Honour of their 


"Country? FT * 
| _— | 
The 


EN 


F H E moſt noble Reſolutions, which 
were form'd for the Good of my Coun- 


try, and ſupported by the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſons and Proofs, have prov'd abortive. 


I have attended the Houſe long enough 


to be convinc'd, my Preſence is of no 


Signification. If I had the Voice of an 


Angel, and the Wiſdom of a Solomon, 


Votes would make the former, the 


Croaking of a Rayen ; and the latter, 
the Sentiments of an Ideot. Such is 


| = 8 State of Affairs. 


* 


Fe or "alas! the Love of our domeſtick 
Peace and Tranquility, which we have 
long prefer'd to our publick Good, has 
render'd us a-deſpicable, People. We 
have left the Commonwealth a-floating, 
and neglefted its Safety, when threaten'd 
with the moſt violent Tempeſt. But this 
I ſpeak in general, and with regard to 
the Majority ; for I won't be ſo unjuſt 
to pretend, that the common Cauſe has 
been entirely and univerſally deſerted ; 

B 2 — 


3 


(12) 


I know that there are ſtill. a ſmall Num- 


ber of honeſt Men, who are ready to 
do their utmoſt, and who have bravely 
exerted themſelves in the Defence of the 


| Liberties of their Country ; ; but guid 


rs inter rantos. Their moſt pathetick 


eloquent Diſcourſes have been heard 
the greateſt Impatience by the Ma- 


N 9 Niers : 200 though much admired and 
we approved « of by lome, * my proved. 
| ineffectual. i 


Ic ſeems to de a very . Happined, 


that we have been ſuffered to ſpeak 


our Thoughts freely in the Houſe of 
, at a time when almoſt all our 
other Privileges have been rayiſhed from 


| us. It ſeems a Happineſs, I fay, that 


our Words, ſpoken in a Place where 
they ought never to. be controlled, have 


not yet been under the Inſpection of an 
Exciſe. But how long we are to enjoy 


| that laſt Shadow of our Liberty, muſt 


be left to the Option of thoſe who for 
many 


„„ 

many Years paſt have been hammering 
out our Chains; for which I have al- 
ways had ſo natural an Abhorrence, 
that to avoid the Sight of thoſe Work- 
men employed in ſo deſpicable a Trade, 
J have at laſt reſolv'd to leave a Place, 
where nothing but ill-concerted Schemes, 
to ſay no worſe, are going forwards, 
And from the time I left the Houſe, in 
© 2 moſt ſolemn and publick manner, I 
think myſelf no ways liable for any 
Steps which ſhall be taken by a Majo- 
jority, againſt the general Voice of the 
Nation. | 


© You will not blame me for thus ab- 
ſenting myſelf, when you conſider, Sir, 
that my Oppoſition has been inſignifi- 
cant, and my Preſence look'd upon as 
a tacit Conſent to whatever was done in 
that Houſe where I am a Repreſenta- 
tive for ſupporting and defending the 
juſt Rights and Liberties of my Coun- 
trymen, and for redreſſing all Injuries 
* | X which 


(14) | 
which ſhould be offer'd: my Fellow- © 
Subjects, either through the Weakneſs 
or Deſign of ſome People at home, or 


the Cruelty and Inſolence of PF. Fo- 
reign Power whatever. 


\ You are 3 to objed, Sir chat 
my Abſence, as well as of thoſe who 
have taken the ſame Step, will leave a 
full Career to our Enemies, and en- 

courage them to put in Execution, any 
Schemes they-ſhall think proper to palm 
upon us, which the Fear of meeting 
with a ſtrong Oppolition might prevent 
being purſued with that Eagerneſs which 
might be expedcted from ſuch raſh Steers- 
men. But what can they do more than 
they have already done? Have we not 
loſt our Credit both at Home and 
Abroad? Are we not left deſtitute of 
Allies, and become the Fable of our 
Enemies? Are not our Merchants, the 
Bulwark of a trading Nation, deſpis'd, 
and made a Jeſt of? Have they not 
mot net Es: ſacrificed 


(15) 


\ ſacrificed our Honour to their criminal 


\ 


Ambition, and to the ſcandalous Plea- 
ſure of enjoying Peace at any rate? 


p Is not our Commerce, the ſtrongeſt Sup- 


port of the State, through Cowardice, 
or ſome © other Conſiderations, which 


might be "eaſily gueſſed at, rendered 


every Day more and more precarious ? 
What have we then left? you'll ſay 
our Eſtates and our Families. But the 
one is already ſo heavily taxed, that it 
is with the utmoſt Difficulty that a Gen- 


tleman of a middling Eſtate can provide 
for the Maintenance of the other; and 
it cannot poſſibly be imagin'd, they 
ſhould attempt to deprive us entirely 
dur Subſiſtence, and ſend our Children 


of 


into Slavery. They may indeed ask 


for more Money, and employ it to the 


ſame Wes and needles Expences they 
have done heretofore. They may ſend 
our Admirals to take the Air in the 


| Mediterranean ; or to die in the . 


Wl + Indies; 


3 


Indies z or perhaps to procure us ſome 


| Treaties, after five or fix Years Nego- 


tiation, at the Concluſion of which, it it 
ever be concluded, we ſhall be as wiſe 


as we are at preſent, and receive as am- 


ple Satisfaction from Don La Quadra; 


as our wiſe and skilful Commiſlaries have 
been able to obeain from the late Don 


Fn, 


But no, fays you, our. 6 Mine Mind 
is quite alter'd ſince your Abſence; and 
to his heretofore pacifick Inclination has 
ſucceeded a moſt warlike one : he is at 


laſt reſoly'd to take the Field, and to 


gain by Force of Arms, what. he has 
loſt by his Negotiations, that is, our 
Honour and our Reputation, | 


But we can conſent to no Meaſures, 
while he is at the Head of our Affairs, 


leſt under his Directi on our Arms ſhould 
' - tmneet with as ill Succeſs, as our Treaties 


have: done. Let him firſt be "A 
0 


(17) 


of an Employment he is unworthy of; 

let him be taken from the Head of owe 
Affairs, which he has fo unskilfully 

managed ; let him retire to his conn 
ous Palaces built wich the Publick Mo- 
ney, ſince his Aſpe@ is as unfavourable 
to us, as his Politicks have proyed de- 
trimental ; and then we will return and 
take our Places in Parliament, and do 
our utmoſt to take ſuch Meaſures as ſhall 
be for the Honour of our Prince, and 
the u of his Subjects. 


How can our inſolent M——-r pre. 
tend to go to war, when the yaſt Sums 
which would have ſerved to maintain it, 
and purſue it with Succeſs, have been 
laviſhed in needleſs Armaments, and 
fine Raree-ſhows ? and who would ven- 
ture to be accountable, that any Sum 
of Money, which ſhould be hereafter 
rais'd for carfying on a vigorous War, 
would not again be employ'd the lame 


Way : as before? 
* But 


(18) 


But how can he pretend to go to war, 
when he himſelf has aſſured us, that 
wie have no Foreign Alliances on which 
we may depend? and how can he ex- 
pet to make ned ones, when he has fo 

ſhamefully deſerted our natural Allies, 
in time of Need? Which of them 
would truft ſuch a treacherous Man- 
who from time to time has forfeited 
his Word to them all? Believe me, 
Sir, to make our Affairs take a better 
Turn, we muſt intruſt them to ſome 
other Hands, and have a M- r, 
who has not loſt his Reputation, nor 
has a Brother employ, to loſe the 
Publick Faith. Till then, we cannot 
Aatter ourſelves with the leaſt Hope of 
any Succeſs in our Enterprizes, neither 
can the Nation, till then, expect to ſee a 
free P=——t. I ſpeak this, without 
any perſonal Prejudice; it is an unde- 
niable Truth; and our political M——r 


- plumes himſelf with the Authority he 
| Jags oyer the * i959 


Beſides, 


_ (19) 
Beſides you. are miſtaken Sir, if you 
think our M——t's Mind changed; 
methinks you ſhould know him better; 
and his late Miſcarriages and Blundets 
might convince you, that he is not capa- 
ble of forming a Project the leaſt adyan- 
tageous to the Britih Nation, If he 
ſeems otherwiſe diſpoſed, than he was 
when he attempted, at our firſt Meeting 
together in this Seſſion, and has ſo well 
ſucceeded, in blinding the Majority of 
us, with his adyantageous C n, it 
proceeds only from Fear; for this over- 
bearing Gentlemans Mind is not changed, 
I can aſſure you; he has been indeed 
ſomewhat chag reen'd, becauſe he could 
not have mani there would have been 


ſo great a Deſertion from the Houle ; 
— he has been under great Apprehen- 


ſſons, that it might be attended with fa- 
tal Conſequences. For it is very natural 
he may propoſe to himſelf the follow- 
ing Queſtions : I hat will their Electors 


. when they ſee thoſe Members re- 


: 22 turn 


(2 


turn, as * almoſt as they were departed. 

: Muſt they not conclude,” and that with very 
x eat Reaſon, that there is ſomething go- 
ing forward in P——t, no ways to the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Nation. And 
as I am too ſenſible, that the G enerality 
of the People have already conceiv'd a 
very bad Opinion of my Ad——tion, and 
lay all their Misfortunes to my Charge, 
ro what Dangers may I not be expos'd, as 
Being the ſuppos'd Cauſe of ſuch a Number 
of Members abſenting themſelves from their 
Duty to their Country in PH? They 
will ſay,” That on all Occafions, I have 
had regard to not bing but my own Securi- 
ty ; and that the Nation might be ruin'd, 
for what I minded, provided my own ſelf, 
could be ſecure, and I might ſleep in a 
whole Skin ? I am thoroughly convinc'd, 


That while both Parties are contending in 


the Houſe, the Publick is not ſo intent on 
their Proceedings; and their Debates 
ferve only for Amuſement, for Table Talk ; 


or for Matter / Converſation at C offie- 
. * 9 


22 


— 


vw. 


me 
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(21) 


houſes and Taverns ; But. when the Nati- 
on ſees thoſe Members remarkable” for-afe 
ſerting the Rights and Privileges of their 
Fellou- Subjects, and whom nothing could 
ever bribe, or corrupt, give up the Cauſe, 
as if it was impoſſible any longer to defend 


it; what other Inferences can be made 


from ſuch a Behaviour, than that the 
Nation is upon the Brink of Ruin, and 
that it can't be ſaved any other Way, than 


| by ſome deſperate Reſolution ? 


Theſe are his Reflections, and per- 


haps the moſt judicious ones he ever 
made, they have embarraſs'd and per- 


plex d our wiſe M—r, too conſcious of 
his Inabilities for the great Task he has 
for ſo many Vears undertaken; and this 
ſurprizing C—n, added to his other Con- 
duct, and the certainty of his carrying 
any Cauſe he thinks proper by a Majo- 
rity, has at laſt forced us to retire from 
Buſineſs, and neglect our Attendance at 


aà Place where our Preſence ſeems ſo abſo- 


: lutely 


* 


(2) 


lately neceſſary, for the Welfare of our 
n 2 | 


But this wonderful Politician would 

now fain cajole us with the vain Hope 
of his Repentance, to avoid, ſay his 
Advocates, the Miſeries of a civil War, 
which ſome ill - deſigning Men might 
endeavour to kindle, and which might 
be prevented by our [ſpeedy Return, 
Falſe Reaſoning indeed ! as if a whole 
Tree ſhould be deſtroy'd, becauſe over- 
burdehed with a dead Branch, which 
can ealily- be remov d, without the leaſt 
Prejudice to the reſt. Muſt we take 
the bloody Reſolution of cutting one 
another's Throats, | becauſe the Com- 
monwealth is plagued with a corrupted 
Member, which might ſo eaſily be re- 
medied without a national Cpnfulion ? 
What bad Opinion muſt thoſe Wretches 
have formed of our Duty to our So- 
- vereign, from whoſe Royal Word we 


have all the Reaſon in the World to 
expect 


\ 


TY irks (239) 


expect that our juſt Complaints ſhall be 
redreſs'd; and that he will, when he 
ſhall ſee proper, remove from his Sacred 
Perſon, a Man who has been 1o long 
offenſive to us; fince we have nothing 
more at Heart than his Honour, and 
the Welfare of our Countrymen. 1 


In our voluntary Exile, we preſerve 
within us the moſt juſt and ſincere Alle- 
iance to his Majeſty ; and fo far from 
ding the Trumpet of Rebellion, 
were any. of his Subjects, which can 
with, no Reaſon be ſuppos'd, attempt 
to diſturb his happy Reign, we ſhould 
be the firſt to appear in his Defence: 
for is it not ſufficiently well known, that 
his Majeſty is entirely free from all Paſ- 
ſion, and deliberately conſiders the Wel- 
fare and Eaſe of his Subjects, well 
knowing from all the Hiſtories of paſt 
Ages, that the Happineſs and Safety of 
an Exgliſb King depends on the Aﬀec- 
tions of his Subjects. But it is too well 
known, 


(24) 
known, from the unhappy Fates of King 
Charles the Firſt, and his Son King 
James the Second, to what unhappy 
Dilemma's evil Miniſters may reduce 
their Sovereigns. Princes are not infal- 
lible; and the multiplicity of their Af- 
fairs oblige them to hear with others Ears 
and ſee with others Eyes, and acquieſce 
with falſe Reports. It is no wonder then, 
that Things are often repreſented to a 
Prince in a Light quite different to what 
they really are; and al ways to the Ad- 
vantage of the Perſon in Truſt, who has 
ever a Number of Adherents and De- 
pendents, always ready to applaud the 
Meaſures of their Patron and Supporter, 
let them ever be ſo ill concerted; well 
Knowing, that upon his Support is their 
Security. He may indeed by Accident 
hear the Complaints of his People, but 
thoſe Complaints are repreſented only as 
the Effect of popular Prejudices, or the 
ambitious Jealouſy of ſome uneaſy Peo- 
ple, who would be glad to ſupplant the 

| Fa- 


(25) 
Favourite in his Royal Maſter's Conſi- 
dence. Hence it proceeds; that thoſe 
Complaints are ſeldom heard; or if they 


are, bũt very inns: regarded, if not-en-. 
tirely rejected. 


\ 


For the foregoing Reaſons, and no 
other, Sir, we have abſented ourſelves 
from the Service of the Houſe ; and 
not without ſome Hopes of Succeſs. 
We are perſuaded, that by this time 
the News of our Departure has reach'd 
the Throne; and we don't doubt but 
his Majeſty will enquire! into the Rea- 
ſons thereof ; and not ſuffer in our Ab- 
ſence, any Projects ſhould be executed, 
or | Reſolutions taken, contrary to the 
true Intereſts of his People. 


Into his Paternal Hands we therefore 
truſt our Liberties, Lives and Fortunes; 
and ſhall always think them ſafe under 
the Protection of a Prince, who enjoys 
his Crown through a Revolution form'd 


D upon 


(26) 


upon the Priteiples of Liberty, and 
upon the Abdication of a Prince whoſe 
fiery \ Zeal and abſolute: Temper, loſt 
him three Kingdoms, and the AﬀeRtions 
of the moſt generous People! in the 
WI | 
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